Book reviews
Rheumatic and Coronary Heart Disease edited by Charles P Bailey MDv pp xix+284 illustrated £6 lOs Philadelphia & Toronto: JBLippincott 1967 London: Pitman Medical A medical-surgical symposium on rheumatic and coronary heart disease was held in New York City on December 10-12, 1965 and the proceedings are fully documented in this volume, edited by Charles Bailey. The participants included many distinguished physicians and surgeons, notably the late Samuel Levine. The editor writes that the aim of the symposium was to distil the 'essentials of existing knowledge in these two most important fields that would be both up-to-the-minute and historically and scientifically correct'. The symposium certainly succeeded in accomplishing this but delay of two years in publication must modify the value of some of the views expressed, in the light of expected contemporary change. Perhaps we may, more aptly, regard the collection of papers as a tribute to the memory of Dr Levine, to whom the book is dedicated.
There are excellent sections on all aspects of rheumatic and coronary artery disease, mainly with a surgical bias, the discussion is frequently lively and illustrations are of a high standard.
The chapters on the surgical management of valvular heart disease and vascularization of the ischemic myocardium are particularly comprehensive in their cover.
This volume is rather overpriced for private sale, which will probably restrict it to the medical library. This monograph has three chapters. The first contains a brief biographical note on James Parkinson, a description of the clinical syndrome and a review of the underlying causes illustrated by case histories. The pathological changes found in the brain are mentioned briefly. The second chapter summarizes the drugs used in the treatment of the disease with a note on their sideeffects. The last chapter forms the major part of the book and is largely devoted to a detailed description of the operation using a Bennett-Rivers stereotaxic apparatus. Unfortunately, very little guide is given for selecting patients for operation and results are recorded only as percentages under headings such as 'outstanding', 'worthwhile', 'no benefit', &c.
The book will be of technical interest to the surgeon who wishes to employ the Bennett-Rivers apparatus. Its merit is its brevity.
CAMPBELL CONNOLLY

Cell Differentiation Ciba Foundation Symposium edited by A V S De Reuck and Julie Knight pp 257 illustrated 60s London: J& A Churchill 1967
The papers collected in this volume were presented at a symposium at the beginning of February 1967. Twenty-five scientists took part and the fourteen formal contributions deal with widely differing aspects of the problem of cell differentiation. Although some of the papers are rather specialized, the book should be of interest to readers working in many fields of cell biology.
In a general review, M Abercrombie considers the nature of differentiation and various plausible models explaining the phenomena of embryonic development. M D Rosenberg deals with the single property of membrane development and provides a penetrating survey of membrane structure, ways in which membranes are assembled and the controls necessary for their organization. A most exciting presentation is that of J B Gurdon concerning his elegant nuclear-transplantation experiments which have contributed so much to our understanding of nuclear-cytoplasmic interactions in embryonic differentiation. The second section of the meeting reviewed the mechanisms of information transfer between small groups of cells and the induction of tissue transformation by cellular synthetic activities; the problem of embryonic inducers is dealt with in an excellent contribution by C Grobstein. The last section of the book is devoted to genetic mechanisms controlling differentiation, with papers by G P Georgiev on the regulation of gene expression in the animal cell, E Bell and F R MacKintosh on synthetic activity during development and by J Paul on the masking of genes in cytodifferentiation and carcinogenesis. The two final reviews by
